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Batum better 
get in game 
shape quickly 
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CONGRESS 


House GOP passes tax bill 
in step toward overhaul 


Senate bill gradually raises taxes for families earning under $75,000. 12A 


passage through the narrowly 
divided chamber. In a blow to 
Senate leadership, an analysis of 
its plan released Thursday pro- 
jected the bill would actually raise 
taxes on low-income Americans 
within a few years. 

Republican lawmakers must 
also find a way to bridge the big 
differences between the two bills, 
a hurdle given the varied pri- 
mittee was expected to vote on orities of lawmakers in the two 
the legislation Thursday eve- houses. For instance, the Senate 
ning, with the full Senate poten- bill makes the individual income 
tially voting after Thanksgiving. tax cuts temporary and delays 

The ability to enact the tax implementation of the corporate 
overhaul still faces significant tax cut by one year. It also in- 
obstacles, with several Senate cludes the repeal of an Affordable 
Republicans expressing concerns Care Act provision requiring that 
moving ahead with their own about the effort. Senate leaders, most people have health insur- 
weeks after the bill was un- tax overhaul, which differs in who want to pass legislation ance or pay a penalty. 
veiled, without a single hearing substantial ways from the House along party lines, can afford only 
on the 400-plus-page legislation bill. The Senate Finance Com- two defections in order to win 


BY THOMAS KAPLAN 
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT 


New York Times 


and individuals and deliver the 
first major legislative achieve- 
ment of President Donald 
Trump’s tenure. 

The swift approval came two 


WASHINGTON 

With 227 Republican votes, 
the House passed the most 
sweeping tax overhaul in three 
decades on Thursday, taking a 
significant leap forward as law- 
makers seek to enact $1.5 tril- 
lion in tax cuts for businesses 


and over the objections of Dem- 
ocrats and 13 Republicans. The 
focus now shifts to the Senate, 
where Republicans are quickly 


SEE TAX, 9A 


NATION & WORLD 


FRANKEN ISSUES 
AN APOLOGY 


Broadcaster Leann 
Tweeden accuses Sen. Al 
Franken of forcibly 
kissing and fondling her 
in 2006. 12A 


LOCAL 


CONE WEED 
CATCHES ON 


Huntersville’s “Cone 
Weed” has now inspired 
a Christmas song and a 
graphic design on 
clothing. 4A 


LOCAL 


ACA DEADLINE 
APPROACHING 


Here’s how to get help 
navigating your needs on 
the government’s health 
insurance website. 6A 


Downtown tower 
that recession y 


sidelined 


which rises behind him. 


BY DEON ROBERTS 
deroberts@charlotteobserver.com 


n late 2014, construction 

started on a 25-story office 

and hotel project next to 

uptown’s Latta Arcade - a 
major milestone for Charlotte, 
which had not seen ground- 
breaking on an office tower 
since the recession. 

Three years later, officials 
gathered Thursday for a grand 
opening of the 300 South 
Tryon development, which 
includes Charlotte’s first Kimp- 
ton hotel. The $330 million 
project is the latest addition to 
Charlotte’s skyline at a time 
when center city is undergoing 
a construction boom. 


PHOTOS BY DIEDRA LAIRD dlaird@charlotteobserver.com 


Barings CEO Tom Finke, right, speaks at a ceremony at Romare Bearden Park on Thursday to dedicate the new 300 South Tryon building, 


People walk through the lobby at the start of Thursday’s tour of 
300 South Tryon. 


name is on the tower, andithas headquarters. 


opment, Thursday marked the 
culmination of a start-and-stop 
effort that predates the reces- 
sion. Initially, plans were to 
develop the site - at the time it 
was a parking lot - into an of- 
fice tower with condominiums. 
But in early 2008, MassMutual 
called off the project as the 
economy soured. 

“Really nice to be in it,” 
Barings CEO Tim Finke said in 
an Observer interview. “It’s 
hard to believe: three years. But 
here we are.” 

Barings moved into the de- 
velopment in August, the first 
tenant to occupy the office 
tower. 

Finke said he expects his firm 
to keep adding to its more than 
380 employees in the building, 


The project is anchored by already taken over about 30 For Barings and parent Mass- 


asset manager Barings. Its percent for its new corporate Mutual, which owns the devel- SEE TOWER, 2A 
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12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 


ENJOY FESTIVE 
PERFORMANCES 
AND OLD-FASHIONED 

4 SING-ALONGS 

| AT THE HOLIDAY 
ENTERTAINMENT 
STAGE FROM 
TALENTED 
ENTERTAINERS, 
CHOIRS AND MORE. 
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L A l { IS TURNING 50! JOIN 
= US TO CELEBRATE 
THE PARK EXPO & h 
CONFERENCE CENTER O 


THE SILVER & GOLD 
ANNIVERSARY WITH 
AN ENTRANCE 
THAT LOOKS DOWN 
MEMORY LANE. 


Southern 
Christmas Ea 
Show. 


SouthernChristmasShow.com 
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